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An antique car worthy of Jay Gatsby helped set 
the backdrop, the local St. James School band 
played a medley of jazz and Gatsby-inspired 
tunes, and the Southern drawl of Sally Carrol 
Happer filled the air during a performance of 
òThe Ice Palaceó at the opening reception for 
the 12th International F. Scott Fitzgerald Society 
Conference in Montgomery, Alabama.   
 
That vivacious evening, hosted by the F. 
Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald Museum and the 
City of Montgomery, got things off to a great 
start, and the events and excitement contin-
ued over the next four days of Fitztrava-
ganza/Zeldapalooza.ó   
 
Around 200 people attended all or some of the 
various events during the course of the confer-
ence, including academic and scholarly ses-
sions held at Troy Universityõs Montgomery 
Campus; a bus tour of Montgomery that in-
cluded a walk among the Confederate graves 
that inspired the scene in òThe Ice Palaceó; key-
note talks by noted Fitzgerald scholars Scott 
Donaldson and John Irwin; a presentation by 
Wall Street Journal columnist and jazz critic Will 
Friedwald concerning his Fitzgerald -inspired 
musical revue; and a reading by Lee Smith from 
her Zelda-influenced novel Guests on Earth.   

Along the way, we enjoyed an afternoon at the 
Montgomery planetarium, an aperitif at the local 
Aviator Bar, and a night of wholly un -1920s rock 
ônõ roll in which we were treated to the sizzlinõ 
guitar licks of Richard Martin and learned that Bill 
Blazek is the reincarnation of Hank Williams and 
that Walter Raubicheck can channel Dion on com-
mand.  
 
The closing reception, our òBelles and Jelly-Beans 
Ball,ó was held on the Harriott II riverboat. There 
were costumes aplenty as men channeled their 
inner Gatsby and women their inner flapper. As 
we cruised along the Alabama River, participants 
enjoyed not only the starry evening and the 
Montgomery skyline, but also a jazz-age cocktail 
presentation by Philip Greene, author of To Have 
and Have Another: A Hemingway Cocktail Compan-
ion. The house band for the evening, the Lo-Fi 
Loungers, kept many on the boat dancing the 
Charleston until the wee hours.   
 
Based on participant feedback, the conference 
was a great success. Kirk and I had a fantastic 
time playing host and look forward to seeing 
everyone again at the next conference! 
 
Sara Kosiba 
Conference Program Director 

The Twelfth International F. Scott Fitzgerald  
Conference: Montgomery, AL Nov. 6 -10, 2013 
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PHOTOS FROM THE TWELFTH INTERNATIONAL  

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD CONFERENCEñMONTGOMERY, 2013  
Photos by Tom Adams, Diane Prothro, Leslie McPhillips, and other society members  

Scott Donaldson speaking at a session held 
at the Montgomery Planetarium  

Marie-Agnès Gay and Rick Morrison  
cutting the rug on the Harriott II  

Kirk Curnutt, Jackson Bryer, Bill Blazek, Gail Sinclair, and Philip McGowan  
at the annual Society membership meeting 
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F. SCOTT FITZGERALD CONFERENCEñMONTGOMERY, 2013  
Photos by Tom Adams, Diane Prothro, Leslie McPhillips, and other society members  

The Sayre family plot at Montgomeryõs Oakwood Cemetery 

The vaunted 2011 Lyon team (Elisabeth Bouzonvil-
ler, Catherine Delesalle-Nancey, and Marie-Agnès 
Gay) celebrate not having to run this conference 

Leanne Maguire and Jade Broughton 
Adams setting the standard for the 
closing receptionõs glamor 

Chrissy Auger and Till E. Lampel chan-
neling Nicole and Dick Diver  


